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the whole of India north of the Vindhya mountains,
including Sindh upon the west, and Orissa to the east.
He now moved the seat of government to the more
central position of Agra, and founded Fatehpur Sikri,
which he intended to be the imperial capital.
In the Dekhan, however, ominous field as it had proved
before, and will again, for the Mughal arms, he was less
successful.     Internal dissensions   among the members
of the Nizam   SMhi family of Ahmadnagar provided
the welcome pretext, but the capital was in the hands
of the famous Queen Chand Bibi, who held it for her
nephew, and she appealed to the king of Bijapur, her
kinsman, who helped her with an army, while internal
dissensions were for the while composed in the presence
of a common foe.    The queen superintended the con-
struction of the counter-mines, and when a breach was
made by the Mughals, and her troops were about to
retreat from the walls, she herself, sword in hand, clad
in armour, but wearing a veil, by her heroic conduct
recalled them to a sense of duty, and drove back the
enemy.    A peace was concluded  in  1566, and Akbar
rested for a few months, when war again broke out with
Ahmadnagar, with which kingdom the kings of Golkonda
and Bijapur had joined to oppose the Mughal conquest
of the Dekhan.    Abul Fazl, a man of the sword as well
as the pen, the writer of the Akbarndma, was in com-
mand, but he represented to the Padshah that his pre-
sence was necessary ;   and Akbar, who  never  spared
himself,  at once came  southwards  and proceeded  to
besiege Ahmadnagar ; and the queen, Chand Bibi, being
hard set by domestic faction and treason, was negotiat-
ing with the enemy for an honourable evacuation of the
city, when the " short-sighted and ungrateful Dekhanis "
rushed into her private apartment and put her to death,
within a few days of which occurrence the Mughals took